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6H - Catalytic Project: redevelopment of former prospect mall 
        and surface parking
CATALYTIC PROJECT ISSUES AND OVERVIEW 
The redevelopment of the Prospect Mall and adjacent areas 
brings great potential for change in the surrounding neigh-
borhood.  The property is located at the busy intersection 
of Murray, Farwell, and North Avenues with Ivanhoe Place.  
This positions the property at the eastern end of North  
Avenue, at the core of the East Side BID’s redevelopment 
efforts.  Proximity to places of activity such as the Oriental 
Theatre, UWM dorms and other university facilities, the new 
Whole Foods and the Prospect Commons medical building, 
provide for pedestrian activity that could serve as a market 
for additional retail uses.  The creation of gathering places as 
a redevelopment component would enhance the character 
of the area and improve the pedestrian environment.

VISION
With the anticipated redevelopment of the former Prospect 
Mall and a new Educators Credit Union (east of Hooligan’s), 
there is the potential to recreate Ivanhoe Place as an entry 
courtyard and neighborhood gathering place for peak use 
times and special events, while maintaining its street function 
for non-peak times.  This multi-purpose public space could 
become an exciting community / civic gathering place that 
adds to the economic momentum of the East Side BID.

AREA BOUNDARIES
North Avenue, Ivanhoe Place and Prospect Avenue.

PROSPECT MALL REDEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES
Redevelop the former Prospect Mall property to its highest 
and best use.

1.	 Promote the use of transit oriented development 
uses and design guidelines.

2.	U tilize lower stories as an urban mixed use complex 
of shops, gallery space, movie theatres, restaurants 
and niche / specialty retail.

3.	D evelop residential uses above.  The property pro-
vides potential for the construction of a residential 
tower.

4.	E xpand development to the surface parking lot on 
the east side of Prospect Avenue to include a parking 
garage for the new mixed use development.

5.	R edevelop Ivanhoe Place as an occasional / seasonal 
plaza that can serve as parking, delivery area, a driv-
able street, and a plaza or courtyard, depending on 
use, time of day and activity.

Streetscape STRATEGIES
Streetscape improvements could be tailored to meet the 
needs of a variety of uses that include a courtyard gather-
ing space.

1.	U tilize courtyard materials for street paving (such as 
stamped pattern concrete or granite pavers).

2.	U se fold-down bollards that allow for trash removal, 
deliveries and on-street parking during the day.

3.	U tilize moveable amenities such as bistro tables and 
chairs.

4.	E nhance the overall street atmosphere through pe-
destrian lighting (unique or custom design) street 
trees, planters, street furniture and public art.

Figure 1.29: Ivanhoe Place and Prospect Mall redevelopment area
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Figure 1.30: Bird’s eye view of Ivanhoe Place and Prospect Mall redevel-
opment area
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Figure 1.31: Gathering place at North Avenue and Ivanhoe Place 
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